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1 5 - To “break. To difcard. 

When I fee a great officer broke, a change made in <h~ court 

ever reigned!^' ““ thlS d ' e £**>» pH 
1 6. To brink loofe T o efcape from captivity. 

An i hi ,7° n0t ’ findin S wa 7 > break loofe from hell, 

And boldly venture to whatever place, 

Fartheft from pain ? Milton's Par. Loll, b. iv / SSo 

1 7 ' r ° break hole. 1 o (hake off reftraint. S> 

t we deal falfely in covenant with God, and break loofe from. 

> M5SE “ “” f " ~ “ *" *; 7 - 

I». To break off. To defift fuddenly. " 

an!rtr7 ,0,ily “/’ l n buf ‘"<*h in a fit of 

th£tW T f0ever , r ftew Bitternefs, do not afl any 
tiling that is not revocable. ^ 

Pius Quintus, at the very time when that memorable*!*! 
tory was won by the Chnftians at Lepanto, being then hearing 
of caufes in conhftory, broke off fuddenly, and faid to thofe a- 
bout him, it is now more time we (hould give thanks to God. 

T hen you begin to confider, whether you may fafelyi take 
one draught more, let that be accounted a fign late enough to 

ff 0 f, -V Taylor's Rule of living holy. 

19. To break off from. To part from with violence. J 

or tA mU ff m ‘ , tb,s Obchanting queen break off. Shakcfp. 
2- To break out. I o difeover itfelf in fudden effefls. 

Let not one fpark of filthy luftful fire 
Break out , that may her facred peace moleflr. Spenfer. 

1 hey Another and keep down the flame of the mifehief, fo 
as it may not break out in their time of government; what 
comes ai terwards, they care not. Spenfer’ s Ireland. 

ouch a deal of wonder is broken out within this hour, that 
-adad-makers cannot be able to exprefs it. Shakefp. 

fire breaks out of flint by percuffion, fo wifdom and truth 
llluetii out of the agitation of argument. Howel. 

Fully ripe, his fwelling fate breaks out , 

And hurries him to mighty mifehiefs on. Dryden. 

Ail turn d their iides, and to each other fpoke; 

I faw their words break out in fire and fmoke. Dryden . 

Like a ball of fire, the further thrown. 

Still with a greater blaze fhe fhone, 

A.nd her bright foul broke out on ev’ry fide. Dryden. 

There can be no greater labour, than to be always diffiem- 
bhng ; there being fo many ways by which a fmothered truth is 
apt to blaze, and break out. South. 

They are men of concealed fire, that doth no t break out in the 
ordinary circumftances of life. Addifon on the War. 

A\ iolent fever broke out in the place, which fwept away great 
multitudes. Addifon. Spe ft at or, N° 164. 

21. To break out. To have eruptions from the body, as puftules 
or fores. 

22. To break out. To become diflblute. 

He broke not out into his great excefles, while he was re- 
trained by the counfels and authority of Seneca. Dryden. 

23. To break up. 'Fo ceafe ; to intermit. 

It is credibly affirmed, that, upon that very day, when the 

river firft rifeth, great plagues in Cairo ufe fuddenly to break up. 

Bacon’s Natural Hill. N° 743. 
24- Do breakup. To diflolve itfelf. 

Thefe, and the like conceits, when men have cleared their 
underftanding, by the light of experience, willfcatter and break 
up^ like mill. Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. N° 124. 

1 he fpeedy depredation of air upon watery moifture, and 
verfion of the fame into air, appeareth in nothing more vifible, 
than the fudden difeharge or vanifhing of a little cloud of 
breath, or vapour, from glafs, or any poliflied body ; for the 
miftinefs fcattereth, and breaketh up fuddenly. Bacon. 

But, ere he came near it, the pillar and crofs of light brake 
up, and caff itfelf abroad, as it were, into a firmament of many 
liars. Bacon’s New Atlantis. 

What we obtain by converfation, is oftentimes loft again, 
as fcon as the company breaks up , or, at leaft, when the day va- 
nifhes. JTatts. 

25 To break up. To begin holidays j to be difmified from bu- 
' finefs. 

Our army is difpers’d already : 

Like youthful fteers unyok’d, they took their courfe 
Fall, weft, north, fouth : or, like a fchool broke up , 

Each hurries tow’rds his home and fporting-place. Shakefp. 

26. To break with. To part friendlhip with any. 

There is a Have whom we have put in prifon. 

Reports, the Volfcians, with two feveral powers. 

Are entered in the Roman territories. — 

— Go fee this rumourer whipt. It cannot be, 

T he Volfcians dare break with us. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

Can there be any thing of friendlhip in fnares, books, and 


re- 
intent, 


can- 


Suuift, 
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trapans ? Whofoever breaks with his friend upon fuc’n terms, 
has enough to warrant him in fo doing, both before God and 
and man. South. 

Invent fome apt pretence, 

To break with Bertram Dryden s Spanijh Friar. 


B R E 

Break, n.f [from the verb.] 

1. State of being broken; opening. 

nonne” rceaM ' ^ ** ""l** f oa ™S ° f the -- 

For now, and fence firft break otd^/ft %&*** 

-iere ferpent in appearance, forth was come. Farad I ft 

They mult be drawn from far, and without breaks * * 
the multiplicity of lines. n breaks, to avoid 

The fig P ht of it would be quite loff, did 

2. A paufe; an interruption. -Addifon. 

3. A fine drawn, noting that the fenfe is fufpended. 

All modern tralh is 

^ ct forth with num’rous breaks and dallies/ 

Lre aker. n. f [from break.] 

1 . He that breaks any thincr. 

Cardinal, I’ll be no breaker of the law. Shakefp. H. IV 
the churches were not employed to be places to hear 
God s law, there would be need of them, to be prifons for the 
breakers of the laws of men. J ® e 

2. A wave broken by rocks or fandbanks. 

mlTintTda]: * ^ W T ° 

. -As h] on as Phoebus’ rays infpedl us, 

Firft, Sir, I read, and then I break fad. Prior 

Bre akfast. n. f. [from the verb.] 

1 . The firft meal in the day. 

The duke was at breakfaf, the laft of his repafts in this 
world. r 

_ 1 • rr ( OttOJl » 

2. 1 he thing eaten at the firft meal. 

Hope is a good breakfafl , but it is a bad fupper. Bacon. 

A good piece of bread would be often the bed breakfaft for 
my young mailer. Lech. 

3. A meal, or food in general. 

Had I been feized by a hungry lion, 

I would have been a breakfafl to the beaft. Shakefp. 

I lay me down to gafp my lateft breath, 

The wolves will get a breakfafl by my death. 

Yet fcarce enough their hunger to fupply. Dryden. 

Bre'akneck. n. f [from break and neck.] A fall in which the 
neck is broken ; a fteep place endangering the neck. 

I muft 

Forfake the court; to do’t or no, is certain 
To me a breakneck. Shakefp. Winters Tale. 

BreAkpromise. n. f. [from break and promife . ] One that 
makes a pradlice of breaking his promife. 

I will think you the molt atheiftical breakpromife , and fhe 
moft hollow lover. Shakefp. As you like it. 

Brf/ak vow. 71. f. [from break and vow.] He that pradlifes the 
breach of vows. 

That daily breakvoiv , he that wins of all. 

Of kings, of beggars, old men, young men, maids. 

Shakefp. King John. 

Bream, n. f. [, brame , Fr.] The name of a filh. 

The bream being at full growth, is a large filh ; he will breed 
both in rivers and ponds, but loves beft to live in ponds. He 
is, by Gefner , taken to be more elegant than wholfome. He is 
long in growing, but breeds exceedingly in a water that pleafes 
him, and, in many ponds, fo faft as to overftock them, and 
ftarve the other filh. He is very broad, with a forked tail, and 
his feales fet in excellent order. Pie hath large eyes, and a 
narrow fucking mouth, two lets of teeth, and a lozing bone, 
to help his grinders. The male is obferved to have two large 
melts, and the female two large bags of eggs or fpawn. 

Walton's Akigler. 

A broad bream., to pleafe fome curious tafte. 

While yet alive in boiling water caft, 

Vex’d with unwonted heat, boils, flings about. Waller. 

BREAST, n.f. [bpeoyt, Saxon.] 

1 . The middle part of the human body, between the neck and 
the belly. 

2. The dugs or teats of women which contain the milk. 

The fubftance of the breafts is compofed of a great number 
of glands, of an oval figure, which lie in a great quantity of 
fat. Their excretory dudls, as they approach the nipple, join 
and unite together, till at laft they form feven, eight, or more, 
fmall pipes; called tubuli ladliferi , which have feveral crofs ca- 
nals, by which they communicate with one another, that if any 
of them be flopped, the milk, which was brought to it, might 
not flagnate, but pafs through by the other pipes, which all ter- 
minate in the extremity of the nipple. T hey have arteries and 
veins from the fubclavian and intercoftal. 1 hey have nerves 
from the vertebral pairs, and from the fixth pair of the brain. 
Their ufe is to feparate the milk for the nourifhment of the 
foetus. The tubes, which compofe the glands of the breafl in 
maids, like a fphincler mufcle, contract fo clolely, that no part 
of the blood can enter them ; but when the womb grows big 
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with a foetus, and compr'e/Tes the defeending trunk of the great 
artery, the blood flows in a greater quantity, and with a greater 
force, through the arteries of the breafts , and forces a palfage 
into their glands, which, being at firfl narrow, admits only of 
a thin water ; but growing wider by degrees, as the^ womb 
grows bigger, the glands receive a thick ferum, and, after 
birth, they run with a thick milk ; becaufe that blood, which 
before did flow to the foetus, and, for three of four days after- 
wards, by the uterus, beginning then to flop, does more dilate 
the mamillary glands. ffuincy. 

They pluck the fatherlefs from the breaf. xxiv. 9 . 

3 . The part of a beafl that is under the neck, between the fore- 
legs. 

4 . The heart; the confidence ; the difpolition of the mind. 
Needlefs was written law, where none oppreft ; 

The law of man was written in his breafl. Dryden’ s Ovid. 

5. Thepaffions; the regard. 

Margarita firfl poflefs’d, 

If I remember well, my breafl. Cowley . 

To Breast, v. a. [from the noun.] To meet ill front ; to op- 
pofe breafl to breafl. 

The threaden fails 

Draw the huge bottoms through the furrow’d fea, 

Breaf ing the lofty furge. Shakefp. Henry V. 

Bre'astbone. n.f. [from breaf and bone.] The bone of the 
breafl ; the fternum. 

The belly fliall be eminent by fhadowing the flank, and un- 
der the brcaflbone. Peacham. 

Bre 'a st casket, n.f [from breaf and cafket.] With mari- 
ners. The largeft and longeft calkets, which are a fort of 
firings placed in the middle of the yard. 

Bre'astfast. n.f. [from breaf and faff] In a fhip. A rope 
faftened to feme part of her forward on, to hold her head to a 
w r arp, or the like. Harris. 

Lre'asthigh. adj. [from breaf and high.] Up to the breafl. 
The river itfelf gave way unto her, lo that file was ftraight 
breaf high. Sidney. 

Lay madam Partlet balking in the fun, 

Breaf high in fand. Dryden’ s Fables. 

Bre asthooks. 7 1 . f [from breaf and hook.] With fhip wrights. 
Fhe compaffing timbers before, that help to {Lengthen the 
ftem, and all the forepart of the fhip. Harris. 

Breastknot. 71 . f [from breaf and k/tot.] A knot or bunch 
of ribbands worn by women on the breafl. 

Oui ladies have flill faces, and our men hearts, why may we 
not hope for the fame atchievements from the influence of this 
breaf knot ? Addifon. Freeholder , N° 1 1 . 

Bre ast plate, n.f. [from breaf and plate.] Armour for the 
breafl. 

What ftronger breaf plate than a heart untainted ? 

™ ce l ; e . a ™’/ , that hath hi * quarrel juft. ' Shake ft. 

Gai nft flu eld, helm, breaf plate, and, inftead of thofe, 
rive fliarp fmooth ftones from the next brook he chofe. 

^ This venerable champion will come into the field, ^armS 
only with a pocket-piftol, before his old rufty breaf plate could 
be icoured, and his cracked headpiece mended. Swift. 

Br e astplough. n. f [from breaf and plough.] A plough ufed 
for paring turf, driven by the breafl. 

The breaf plough, which a man ffioves before him. Mortim. 
Bre a s tropes, n. f [from breaf and rope.] In a fhip. Thofe 
ropes winch fatten the yards to the parrels, and, with the par- 
re s, hold the yards faft to the maft. Harris 

Breastwork, n.f [from breaf and work.] Works thrown 

up as high as the breafl of the defendants ; the fame with pa- 
rapet. 1 

, Sl , r ■J 0,m A /! lc . v caft U P breaf works, and made a redoubt for 
the defence of his men. ri„. i ‘ 

BREATH, n f. [bnaBe, Saxon.] “*'* b ' vm ' 

'■ Tt! air dn * Wn in and ejeaed 0Ut of the bod y b y Bving ani- 

Whither are they vanifh’d ? 

Into the air : and what feem’d corporal 

2 . Life. ed> “ brCath ‘ nt0 thS W ‘ nd - Shake /P • King Lear. 

No man has more contempt than I of breath : 

, The fl "' hence hait thou the pow’r to give me death ? Dndett. 

. ^ ate or power of breathing freely • ODnofed tn 
dition in which a man is breathlefs andVp’enF ^ C ° n ‘ 

Ofr “fWhTT cafts t0 fue thl: chace 
Of fwift wild beads, or run on foot a race. 

Or elfe r h e ms W ^ breath in arms needful, 

.... ’ .) wrefthng, to wax ftrong and heedful S’* f 
What is your difference ? fpeak.t, S t m - fer - 

— am fcarce in breath, my lord. ShakeLb r 

Mv'/ufe ’ M f h > fonterefpiteniaS; 
v caufe is more advantage than your fword n / 

T&t wth° lly did thC fatCS empl0 > ^ 

Refus’d fb’ e . n 2 th 5 g^w weary to deftroy ; 

Mrf WaTd 7 r ° Ught ’ a " d ° Ut of death, 

4- ^Aareag. 
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Reft, that gives all men life, gave him his death, ( 

And too much breathing put him out of breath . Milton . 

5. Relpite ; paufe ; relaxation! 

Give me fome breath ; fome little paufe, dear lord, 

. Before I pofitively fpeak. Shakefp. Richard III. 

6. Breeze ; ' moving air. 

Vent all thypaffion, and I’ll Hand its fliock. 

Calm and unruffled as a fummer’s fea. 

When not a breath of wind flies o’er its furface. Addif. Cato. 

7. A fingle adt ; an inftant. 

You menace fne; and court me in a breath , 

Your Cupid looks as dreadfully as death. Dryden . 

BreWthable. adj. [from breath.] That may be breathed^ 
as, breathable air. 

To Breathe, v. «. [from breath.] 

1. To draw in and throw out the air by the lungs. 

Safe return’d, the face of glory paft, > 

New to his friends embrace, had breath’d his laft. Pope. 

2. To live. 

Let him breathe , between the heav’ns and earth, 

A private man in Athens. Shakefp. Abitony and Cleopatrd. 

3. To take breath ; to reft. 

He pr-efciitly followed the vidlory fo hot upon the Scots, that 
he fuftered them not to breathe , or gather themfelves together 
again. Spe7ifers State of Ireland . 

Three times they breath’d , and three times did they drink. 
Upon agreement. Shakefp. HenrylV. p. i. 

When France had breath’d , after inteftine broils. 

And peace and conqueft crown’d her foreign toils. Rofcomtn . 

4. To pafs by breathing. 

Shall I not then be ftifled in the vault. 

To whole foul mouth no healthfome air breathes in. 

And there be ftrangl’d ere my Romeo comes ? Shakefp . 
To Breathe, v. a. 

1 • To infpire, or inhale into one’s own body, and ejedl or expire 
out of it. 

They wifh to live. 

Their pains and poverty defire to bear. 

To view the light of heav’n, and breathe the vital air. Dry!. 

I hey heie began to breathe a moft delicious kind of aether, 
and faw all the fields about them covered with a kind of purple 

1 ^ t ’. . A Tathr , N° 8 1 . 

2. 1 o injedt by breathing. 

He breathed into us the breath of life, a vital adlive fpiritr 
whole motions, he exp edts, fhould own the dignity of its ori- 

^ Ina -r Decay of Piety. 

I would be young, be hand fome, be bclov’d. 

Could I but breathe myfelf into Adraftus. Dryden. 

3. 1 o expire ; to ejedl by breathing. 

She is called, by ancient authours, the tenth mufe ; and, by 
Eiutarch, is compared to Caius, the (bn of Vulcan, who 
•reathed out nothing but flame. SfeSlator, N° 221. 

4. 1 o exercife ; to keep in breath. ’ 

r Th y greyhounds are as fwift as breathed flags. Shakefb 
5 • To infpire ; to move or afluate by breath. JP ' 

( he artful youth proceed to form the quire ; 

I hey breathe the flute, or ftrike the vocal wire. Prior 
6. To exhale; to fend out as breath. 

. His altar breathes 

Ambrofial odours, and ambrofial flow’rs. Milton’s Par. Lofl 
7- I o utter privately. 

I have tow rd heaven breath’d a fecret vow, 

o Jive in prayer and contemplation. Shakefp. Mcr. of Ven 

0. 1 o give air or vent to. Jt J ' 

The ready cure to cool the raging pain, 

p R r / S Un ei nea V h t}le ^ oot to breathe a vein. Dryden’ s VirAl 

BrUather. n.f. [from breathe.] ^ryaen s y irgil. 

1. One that breathes, or Jives. 

She (hows a body rather than a life, 

I wilMi'j” 1 3 f eath , er - Shakefp. Antony andCleoiatra ■ 

No particular fcandal once can touch, 

^ ut 't confounds the breather. Shakefp Meaf for MmC 
3- Infpirer ; one that animates or infufes bf in 
jj. f eathtr of all life docs now expire ; 

Hrs milder father fummons him away. • 

Bre'athing. n.f [from breathe.] 7 
I* -AIp 1 ^ ration ; fecret prayer. 

^Vhile to high heav’n his pious breathings turn’d 

2 BrSS g 1 he h ° p,dj ^rificing mourn’d. d ’ 

earning place ; vent. 

xr , 7 . 1 he warmth diftends the chinks and ^ 

Bre'at AomwI] n ° Urifilment takes - Aryd. 

i. Out of breath ; f pen t with labour; 

. Well knew 

° itmembt' Z figtl^donf ' ’ 4 

When I was dry with rage, &d ™^i,, 

^ ^ Breathlefs „ 


Prior . 












